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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to the original filing of April 19, 2004. Claims 1-14 are 
pending and have been considered below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

2. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. A 

' sensor which detects a direction of heat conduction is not enabled by the specification 
because it is not specified how this sensor operates in the invention. 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 4, 7, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 
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Claims 4, 7, and 12: The term "almost" in claims 4, 7, and 12 is a relative term which 
renders the claim indefinite. The term "almost" is not defined by the claim, the 
specification does not provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and one 
of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the 
invention. Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-4, 6, 7, 9, 11, 12 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Honma (US 7,030,912). 



Claim 1: Honma discloses an electronic apparatus and display control method, 
comprising: 

a. a display unit configured to display a user interface image (column 5, lines 20- 

25); 

b. a setting unit configured to set a position of the display unit to be positioned to 
one of a first position and a second position (column 7, lines 39-47); 
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c. an arrangement control unit configured to control arrangement of the user 
interface image to be displayed on the display unit based on a setting result of the 
setting unit (column 7, lines 26-47). 

Claim 2: Honma discloses an electronic apparatus and display control method as in 
Claim 1 above, further comprising: 

a. the second position is a position to which the display unit is turned from the 
first position (column 7, lines 7-16). 

Claim 3: Honma discloses an electronic apparatus and display control method, 
comprising: 

a. an imaging unit configured to image a subject (column 5, lines 20-25); 

b. a display unit configured to display a composite image obtained by 
superposing a subject image imaged by the imaging unit and a user interface image 
(column 7, lines 7-16); 

c. a setting unit configured to set a position of the display unit to be viewed to one 
of a first position and a second position (column 7, lines 7-16); 

d. an arrangement control unit configured to control arrangement of the user 
interface image in the composite image to be displayed on the display unit based on a 
setting result of the setting unit (column 7, lines 26-47). 
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Claim 4: Honma discloses an electronic apparatus and display control method, 
comprising: 

a. the second position is a position to which the display unit is turned by almost a 
right angle from the first position with a normal of the display unit used as an axis 
(column 7, lines 7-16). 

Claim 6: Honma discloses an electronic apparatus aind display control method, 
comprising: 

a. an imaging unit configured to image a subject (column 5, lines 20-25); 

b. a display unit configured to display a composite image obtained by 
superposing a subject image imaged by the imaging unit and a user interface image 
(column 7, lines 7-16); 

c. a detection unit configured to detect a position of the display unit to be viewed 
to one of a first position and a second position (column 7, lines 39-47); 

d. an arrangement control unit configured to control arrangement of the user 
interface image in the composite image to be displayed on the display unit based on a 
detection result of the detection unit (column 7, lines 26-47). 



Claim 7: Honma discloses an electronic apparatus and display control method as in 
Claim 6 above, further comprising: 
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a. the second position is a position to which the display unit is turned by almost a 
right angle from the first position with an normal of the display unit used as an axis 
(column 7, lines 7-16). 

Claim 9: Honma discloses an electronic apparatus and display control method as in 
Claim 6 above, further comprising: 

a. the detection unit is a sensor which detects a direction of gravity (column 7, 
lines 39-47). 

Claim 1 1 : Honma discloses an electronic apparatus and display control method, 
comprising: 

a. imaging a subject (column 5, lines 20-25); 

b. displaying a composite image obtained by superposing an image of the 
imaged subject and a user interface image (column 7, lines 7-16); 

c. determining whether the composite image is to be viewed in a first orientation 
or a second orientation (column 7, lines 7-16); 

d. controlling arrangement of the user interface image in the composite image to 
be displayed based on a result of the determining (column 7, lines 39-47). 



Claim 12: Honma discloses an electronic apparatus and display control method as in 
Claim 1 1 above, further comprising: 



Application/Control Number: 10/826,360 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2109 

a. the second orientation is an orientation to which the display surface is turned 
by almost a right angle from the first orientation with a normal line thereof used as an 
axis (column 7, lines 7-16). 

Claim 14: Honma discloses an electronic apparatus and display control method as in 
Claim 11 above, further comprising: 

a. the determining is performed based on an output signal of a sensor (column 
7, lines 39-47). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 5 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Honma (US 7,030,912) in view of Schrock et al. (US 5,923,908). 

Claims 5 and 8: Honma discloses an electronic apparatus and display control method 
as in Claims 3 and 6 above, but does not explicitly disclose a touch-type input unit, an 
input surface of which is superposed on a display surface of the display unit, or an input 
control unit configured to control an input from the input unit based on an arrangement 
result of the arrangement control unit. Schrock discloses a similar electronic apparatus 
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that further discloses a touch sensitive screen and a processor connected to the touch 
sensitive screen used to display a camera control icon at different user selectable 
positions so that touching the icon controls the corresponding camera action (column 2, 
lines 30-39). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to include a touch type input unit and an input 
control unit (processor) configured to control an input from the input unit based on an 
arrangement result in Honma . One would have been motivated to include these 
features for design choice. 

9. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Honma 
(US 7,030,912) in view of McNamara (US 2002/0067413) 

Claim 10: Honma discloses an electronic apparatus and display control method as in 
Claim 6 above, but does not explicitly disclose the detection unit is a sensor which 
detects a direction of heat conduction. McNamara discloses a similar electronic 
apparatus that further discloses using an infrared camera to detect heat sources (page 
1, paragraphs 4, 8, and 9). Therefore it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include a sensor detecting 
heat conduction in McNamara . One would have been motivated to include a sensor 
which detects the direction of heat conduction for design choice. 
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10. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Honma 
(US 7,030,912) in view of DibeHaetaL (US 2004/0046869). 

Claim 13: Honma discloses an electronic apparatus and display control method as in 
Claim 1 1 above, but does not explicitly disclose the determining is performed based on 
a state, of a switch or an operation state of the switch. Dibella discloses a similar 
electronic apparatus that further discloses a tilt sensor used to detect the orientation of 
a digital camera that is enabled when a vertical release switch is enabled (page 2, 
paragraph 19). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to perform a determining operation in Honma 
based on a state of a switch. One would have been motivated to perform the 
determining based on the state of a switch in order to allow the user to designate 
shooting orientation. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Omar Abdul-Ali whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1694. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri(Alternate Fridays Off) 7:30 - 
5:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Myhre can be reached on 571-270-1065. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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